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WELCOME TO THE SIXTH ANNUAL GOLD LIST, OUR GUIDE TO
THE WORLD'S GREATEST HOTELS. CHOSEN BY THE MAGAZINE'S EDITORS AND
TRAVEL EXPERTS USING SIX CRITERIA, THESE ARE THE BEST HOTELS FOR
SERVICE, LOCATION, FOOD, ROOMS, LEISURE FACILITIES AND AMBIENCE & DESIGN

KEY TO SYMBOLS :55(¢) Has appeared in the GOLD LIST five or more times @ New entry this year
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Gold list

*SERVICE

UK .
* Cliveden, Berkshire . X-factor Discretion has béén the
Razed to the ground and rebuilt : byword for service at Cliveden fo ! * BEST HOTELS FOR
twice since 1666, Cliveden has c, an ! years: more than four menifers « SERVICE
enjoyed a long and infamous - de staff are allocated to each dqor : UK
history. Owned at times by dukes, 2 | Taplow, Berkshire (01628 6 !

: g . 1] Cliveden, Berkshire, this page
an earl, a Prince of Wales and the guests or ) | www.clivedenhouse.co.uk) 3 p

5 g ) The Ritz London p155

Astor family. it was the glamorous on the fiv Doubles from £195 118 Baimoral lEBnbureh p155
backdropdedhe Profumo Affair has a Continued ?n '* & Py

EUROPE
Four Seasons Hotel
arge V Paﬂaé France p155
tel CipriafigVenice p155
ofel Adlon Kempinski i L

FRICA, MI
& INDIAL

Ellefman Housq, ape Town pl55
Etz-Carlton Dubai, UAE p155

e Oberoi, '< Hitius p155

R
A

Taj Mahal Palace & Tower,
Mumbal p155

Peninsuld Bangkok p155

andmark Mandarin Oriental1
Hong 0 g pl56

- Attentive service is guaranteed
at historic Cliveden in Berkshire.
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Gold list

LOCATION

ASIA
% Four Seasons Resort
Chiang Mai Thailand
A luxurious retreat with 93
Lanna-style pavilions, villas
and residences decorated
with Thai art, each with an outdoor
sala. The wonderful cookery school
holds alfresco classes; other
diversions include two pools, a spa
with seven treatment rooms, a
tennis court and two restaurants

Injthe gatdéns of tL
4 » asons Resort Chid
OV rlookmg paddy fie

PR

Sala Mae Rim for Thai food and
Terraces for international, plus
private dining for two at Rice Barn
X-factor Set in 20 acres in the Mae
Rim valley, the resort is surrounded
by paddy fields and mountains
Chiang Mai is a short drive away
Mae Rim-Samoeng Old Road, Chiang
Mai, Thailand (00 66 53 298 181;
www.fourseasons.com). Doubles
from 23,100 baht (about £420)

rich silks, carved wood flunmut'
elaborate murals, the

Spa, an outdoor pool and Jacuzzis:

4o

*Taj Lake Palace Rajasthan restaurants include the open-air

One of the most famous Bhairo and more formal Neel Kamal
els in India, this former X-factor Although built on a
palace on Lake Pichola in four-acre island, the marble palace

Udaipur was used as a location in appears to float on the shimmering
ssy. Ornately decorated with surface of the lake

and Lake Pichola, Udaipur, Rajasthan,
India (00 91 294 242 8800; www,

) .(nlwupulwlt IIH|IV|(|H‘1“\,’ tajhotels. com). Doubles from

Rs523,100 (about £300)
Continued on page 156
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LOCATION

ASIA
Four Seasons Resort
Chiang Mai, Thailand; this page
=*Paj.Lake-Palace, India, this page
. Aman at Summer Palace,
y - Beljing; China pi56

ES

AUSTRALASIA.
& SOUTH PACIFIC
El Questrg Homestedd, Australia p156
Blanket Bay, New Zealand p156
Bora Bora Lagoon Resort & Spa,
frenchiPolynesia pis6

&

HEAMERICAS & CARIBBEAN
[ ¢ Clayoquot-Witderness Resort:
British Columbia pl56
Hotel Saratoga, Havana pl158
The Inn at Palmetto Bluff,
South Carolina p158

‘Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park,
Londan pl58

Hotel Tresanton, Cotnwall p158

~Fhe Samling, Lake Distriotp158

S

L »'EUROBE
“Villa 'SanMichele, Florence p158
Ciragan Palace Kempinski
i Istanbul, Turkey p158
Grand#Mbtel du Cap-Ferrat, France pl5

o

AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST
& INDIAN OCEAN
Desert Islands Resort & Spa by
Anantara, Abu Dhabi p158
Four Seasons Hotel at The First
Residence, Cairo pl58
Greystoke Mahale, Tanzania pl







