THE I. WOLK SCULPTURE GALLERY AT

AUBERGE DU SOLEIL


RUTHERFORD, CALIF. – Napa Valley’s renowned Auberge du Soleil is home to one of the most comprehensive collections of outdoor sculpture ever assembled for viewing and sale:  The I. Wolk Sculpture Gallery.


Featuring nearly 110 works by 65 California sculptors, the open-air gallery showcases figurative and abstract sculpture in all media, including bronze, steel, ceramic, stone and wood, amid terraced rock walls created by hand in the Mediterranean tradition.  The works are placed throughout Auberge du Soleil’s 33-acre grounds, where meandering paths, dappled sunlight, a flowing stream and age-old olive trees provide a contrast between art and nature that intensifies appreciation of both.


“I first saw these terraced walls in olive groves in Mallorca and envisioned recreating them on our hillside,” said George Goeggel, managing partner of Auberge du Soleil.  “I’m a firm believer that the true connoisseur’s appreciation should include not only fine food, wine and hospitality, but also fine art – for which the Napa Valley is likewise renowned.  At Auberge du Soleil, all these elements have been brought together in equal balance, pleasing all the senses.”


The I. Wolk Sculpture Gallery is a marvel of landscaping and stone masonry, with sculptures thoughtfully situated so they harmoniously coexist with the olive trees.  More than 500 tons of fieldstone was fashioned into mortar-less stone walls extending more than 7,000 feet.  A stream flows through the center of the grove creating a pleasant, audible trickle, fulfilling Goeggel’s wish to create an oasis that would remain a lush backdrop for the art even during the long dry Napa summer. 


To complete the garden, an arched redwood bridge enables grove wanderers to cross from one side to the other, making the Olive Grove Sculpture Gallery ideal for quietly gazing at the artwork, having a picnic or a relaxing walk in the shade.

- more -

The I. Wolk Sculpture Gallery owner, director, curator and coordinator is Ira Wolk, owner of I.Wolk Gallery in St. Helena, which features contemporary paintings, works on paper and photography by emerging, mid-career and established artists.  The range includes representational (landscapes, figurative and still life) and abstract.


The I. Wolk Sculpture gallery is open to guests of Auberge du Soleil or by appointment.  All the works are available for purchase and commissions can be arranged.  For more information or to schedule a visit, call Ira Wolk at The I. Wolk Sculpture Gallery at Auberge du Soleil, 707-963-1211.

About Auberge Resorts

Auberge du Soleil the flagship property of Auberge Resorts, a collection of exceptional hotels, resorts and private clubs, each with a unique personality that assures a memorable guest experience.  Among the distinctive properties are Auberge du Soleil, Esperanza, The Lodge at CordeValle, Calistoga Ranch (opening in Napa Valley in February 2004) and The Inn at Palmetto Bluff (opening in South Carolina in summer 2004), with several others currently in development.  While Auberge Resorts nurtures the individuality of each establishment, all are characterized by a set of communal elements: intimate, understated elegance; magnificent natural settings; inspired cuisine utilizing the very best regional ingredients; and gracious yet unobtrusive service.  For more information about Auberge Resorts, please visit www.aubergeresorts.com. 

The Inn is also a member of Relais & Châteaux, the prestigious global hospitality association of intimate, elegant and independently owned hotels and acclaimed restaurants. Founded in 1954 in France, the association is comprised of 469 luxurious establishments in 51 countries. 
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