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AUBERGE DU SOLEIL:  THE ART OF REJUVENATION AND ROMANCE 
IN THE HEART OF WINE COUNTRY


RUTHERFORD, Calif. -- Amid the Mediterranean climate, spectacular natural beauty and sheer Edenic atmosphere of California Wine Country, Auberge du Soleil, “the Inn of the Sun,” epitomizes the qualities of an environment that inspire relaxation, tranquility and a feast for the senses.  For those whose harried lives lead them there for romance and rejuvenation, Auberge du Soleil provides an idyllic retreat.


Perched on the slopes of Rutherford Hill overlooking lush Napa Valley vineyards, Auberge du Soleil echoes Wine Country’s Mediterranean character with its French- accented country inn ambiance.  The 52 rooms and suites, all with terraces overlooking the vine-studded valley, provide extraordinary views.


Privacy and serenity are basic to the good life at Auberge du Soleil.  For romance and all that it entails – escape, total privacy and the intimacy of having a beautiful spot to share – is an important part of the inn’s allure. 


Service is gracious, genuine and understated, without the elaborate formalities unsuited for the relaxed environment.  “It’s a complete experience,” says Managing Director George Goeggel, “with equally superb components that meld together in harmony: service, fine cuisine and atmosphere.”


Rejuvenation is easy at Auberge du Soleil, which opened in 1981 as a fine California-French restaurant under the direction of legendary San Francisco restaurateur Claude Rouas.  Rouas’ appreciation for the bounty of California enhanced the superb cuisine of Auberge du Soleil Restaurant.  It was not long before the restaurant’s success brought a clamoring for lodgings that complemented the simple but luxurious style of the main house.  


The result was the Inn of the Sun – reflecting the peace, privacy and luxury of a country home with a collection of sun and earth colored buildings, magnificent views and garden walkways that meander gently down the hillside.
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The sun-drenched ambiance is reflected through the guest rooms’ simple yet elegant furnishings, terra cotta tiles, huge fluffy pillows on luxuriously made king-size beds with Frette linens and huge, comfortable chairs.  The fireplace awaits the cool evening air.  The small service area has everything – a refrigerator with soft drinks and snacks plus a wet bar and coffee maker.  French doors leading to the terrace are shuttered and double-glazed for privacy.


But it is the grand scale of the bathroom that strikes many:  huge tub (some with built-in Jacuzzis), with fragrant bath salts and candles waiting and a skylight above.  Double sinks, oversized towels and thick terrycloth robes are accompanied by luxurious bath amenities.


A natural extension of the inn’s environment of total escape is Spa du Soleil, the 
7,000-square-foot spa, which opened in 2001.  Built around a central courtyard with large stone fountains and mature olive trees, the spa evokes the reverent mood of a centuries-old monastery.  The intent is deliberate: to create a physical and emotional barrier from the outside world.  Private gardens bring the outdoors into the treatment rooms, and infinity-edge soaking pools inspire guests to relax while gazing down at the valley below.  All of the spa’s treatments feature ingredients indigenous to the vineyards, valleys, olive groves and gardens of the region, and every treatment is delivered with a nurturing touch and caring attitude.


For those who want to contemplate the beauty of the valley in solitude, the sculpture garden beckons:  a walk among the five acres of olive grove, dotted with a collection of large-scale sculptures, curated by the I. Wolk Gallery of St. Helena.  The garden provides yet another tactile way of experiencing Napa Valley in an atmosphere of solitude and beauty. 


When guests leave Auberge du Soleil, they are rejuvenated in every aspect of their lives, ready to resume their family, career and marital roles in comfort and relaxation.  It’s an invigorating, therapeutic experience.

Auberge du Soleil is the flagship property of Auberge Resorts, a collection of exceptional hotels, resorts and private clubs, each with a unique personality that assures a memorable guest experience.  Among the distinctive properties are Auberge du Soleil, Esperanza, The Lodge at CordeValle, Calistoga Ranch (opening in Napa Valley in spring 2004) and The Inn at Palmetto Bluff (opening in South Carolina in summer 2004), with several others currently in development.  
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While Auberge Resorts nurtures the individuality of each establishment, all are characterized by a set of communal elements: intimate, understated elegance; magnificent natural settings; inspired cuisine utilizing the very best regional ingredients; and gracious yet unobtrusive service.  For more information about Auberge Resorts, please visit www.aubergeresorts.com. 
The Inn is also a member of Relais & Châteaux, the prestigious global hospitality association of intimate, elegant and independently owned hotels and acclaimed restaurants.  Founded in 1954 in France, the association is comprised of 469 luxurious establishments in 51 countries.
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